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EM-DAT GUIDELINES 

The EM-DAT disaster database contains essential data on the occurrence and effects of mass disasters in the world from 1900 to the present. In January 1999 an initiative between OFDA and CRED began. The aim was to complete the EM-DAT database and validate its contents. It was also decided to place the database on a dedicated Web site on the Internet - to provide all users a reliable source of disaster related data for all countries. The database is frequently updated and controlled. However, due to an obvious time lag before fully valid data is available, updates on the web will be uploaded at regular intervals (every 3 months). EM-DAT specific words are defined in the glossary. EM-DAT data include the following information:

Disaster number: A unique disaster number for each disaster (8 digits: 4 digits for the year and 4 digits for the disaster number - i.e.: 19950324)

Country: Country in which the disaster has occurred (see Country list). If a disaster has affected more than one country, there is one entry for each country. If the quantitative data (killed, injured, homeless, affected, estimation of damage) are not given by country, they will be entered under the NA-related region/continent and an entry will be made for each country without data.

ISO Code: Automatically linked to the country (see ISO Code list). The International Organization for Standardization has attributed a 3-letter code to each country. CRED is using the ISO 3166.

Region: Automatically linked to the country (see Region list).
Continent: Africa, Americas, Asia, Europe and Oceania are the five continents. This field is automatically linked to the country .

Disaster group: Three groups of disasters are distinguished in EM-DAT: natural disasters, technological disasters and conflict. This field is automatically linked to the disaster type.

Disaster type: Description of the disaster according to a pre-define classification scheme scheme (See Disaster type list). Two or more disasters may be related, i.e. a disaster may occur as a consequence of a primary event. For example, a cyclone may generate a flood or a landslide; or an earthquake may cause a gas line to rupture, causing an ecological disaster. The primary disaster type is recorded first, followed in the comments field by a related disaster description.

Disaster subset: Specific information related to the disaster type (see Dissubset list).

Name: Any specification related to the disaster which allow the identification of an event (i.e. "Mitch" for a windstorm, "Boeing 707" for a transport accident, "Cholera" for an epidemic, "Etna" for a volcano, etc.)

Date: When the disaster occurred. The date is entered as follow: Year/Month/Day. This date is easily defined for all sudden disasters, but for disaster situations developing gradually over a longer time period, only month and/or year are recorded. The data available for long-term disaster are divided by the number of affected years (in the chronological table of the profiles, and in the raw data). The totals of people reported killed or affected or estimated damage are only used in the TOP 10 tables in the disaster profiles.

Killed: Persons confirmed as dead and persons missing and presumed dead (official figures when available).

Injured: The number of injured is entered when the term "injured" is written in the source. Injured people are always part of the affected population. Any related word like "hospitalized" is considered as injured. If there is no precise number like "hundreds of injured", 200 injured will be entered (although it is probably underestimated). Any other specification will be written in the comments field.

Homeless: They are always part of the affected population. Reporting from the field should give the number of individuals that are homeless; if only the number of families or houses is reported, the figure is multiplied by the average family size for the affected area (x5 for the developing countries, x3 for the industrialised countries, according to UNDP country list). Any other specification will be written in the comments field.

Specific examples:
· Number of houses destroyed = 50 x 5 = 250 homeless (although it is probably underestimated) 

· If the value ranging from a minimum to a maximum : take the average 

· Thousands of homeless = 2000 homeless (although it is probably underestimated) 

Affected: People requiring immediate assistance during a period of emergency ; it can also be displaced or evacuated people. Any other specification will be written in the comments field.

Total affected: Sum of injured, homeless, and affected.

Estimated Damage: Although several institutions have developed methodologies to quantify these losses in their specific domain, no standard procedure to determine a global figure for the economic impact exists up to now. Estimated damage are (if available) given in 3 different currencies (in thousand):

· Dam US$ 

· Dam Euros 

· DamLocal: the local currency field is automatically linked to the country 

If cost damage is given in the local currency, it will be directly converted in US$ and in EURO for European countries. For each disaster, the registered figure corresponds to the damage value at the moment of the event, i.e. the figures are shown true to the year of the event

Location: Geographical specification (i.e. name of a city, village, department, province, state, district, etc.)

Latitude: North-South coordinates, when available, for earthquake, volcano and wave/surge.

Longitude: East-West coordinates, when available, for earthquake, volcano and wave/surge.

Value: Related to the scale when the information is available on specific disaster types

Scale: Automatically linked to the disaster type:

	PRIVATE
Disaster type 
	Scale 

	Heat/cold wave 
	°C (maximum temperature)

	Earthquake 
	richter

	Flood 
	km2 (area covered)

	Drought 
	km2 (area covered)

	Insect Infestation 
	km2 (area covered)

	Extreme Temperature 
	°C (minimum temperature)

	Epidemic 
	vaccinated

	Wild fire 
	km2 (area covered)

	Tsunami 
	Richter

	Windstorm 
	kph (speed of wind)

	Radiation 
	curies

	Tidal wave 
	height (m)

	Chemical spill 
	m3


Local time and GMT time: given for specific disaster type, like earthquake and wave/surge.

Primary source: Primary source of disaster information. A priority list as been established (see Source list). In some specific case, a secondary source can become a primary one according to the relevance of the data given by the source or the updating of a report.

Additional source: All other data sources.

ODFA: TRUE if OFDA responded to a disaster

Reason: Reason for taking into account the disaster

	PRIVATE
Code 
	Reason 

	Kill 
	10 or more people killed

	Affected 
	100 or more people affected/injured/homeless

	SigDis 
	Significant disaster (e.g. «second worst »)

	SigDam 
	Significant damage

	Decla/int 
	Declaration of a state of emergency or/and appeal for an international assistance

	Regional 
	Disaster entered at the country level without data, because it has affected several countries/regions.

	Unknown 
	Reason not known (old entries)


Last modified: The last date of modification

Comments: this field will content all other relevant information related to the event:

· Any specification related to the official number of dead and missing persons (e.g. 340 dead + 1000 missing) 

· Other relevant data related to people recorded killed, injured, homeless, affected, estimated damage given by additional sources 

· Non official numbers or estimations (e.g. number of houses damaged/destroyed, infrastructures damaged/destroyed (roads, bridges, communication systems, etc.), amount of crops destroyed, the number of animals killed, etc.). 

· Additional information related to location, extent of the disaster… 

· Declaration of a state of emergency or appeal for international aid 

· In long-term disasters (e.g. Famine), the total number of recorded dead (for the entire time period). 

All these informations are reported in the comments field with the source from where there are coming.

